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Hanseatic towns, and even Great Britain before the
present war broke out that the freedom and security of
non-combatants at sea and the immunity of peaceful
commerce from seizure or destruction are likely, when
peace returns, to command more earnest and practical
attention than ever before* The stupid barbarity of the
practices and reprisals and counter-reprisals which
culminated in an indiscriminate throwing of bombs
from the air, in a wholesale strewing of mines at sea,
and in the sinking of the Lmitania must have helped to
disillusion the blindest worshippers of Force*